MAUDE  ADAMS  AS   STAR

traordinary confidence. He announced with a suddenness
that was startling, but which in reality conveyed no
surprise to the few people who had watched Miss Adams's
career up to this time, that he was going to launch her
as star.

Some of his friends, however, objected

"Why split and separate a good acting combination?"
was their comment, meaning the combination of John
Drew and Miss Adams. To this objection Frohman
made reply:

'Til show you the wisdom of it. I'll put them both
on Broadway at the same time."

He therefore launched Miss Adams in "The Little
Minister" at the Empire and booked John Drew at
Wallack's in "A Marriage of Convenience." His deci-
sion was amply vindicated, for both scored successes.

Charles Prohman now proceeded to present Miss
Adams with his usual lavishness. First of all he sur-
rounded her with a superb company. It was headed by
Robert Edeson, who played the title r61e, and included
Guy Standing, George Fawcett, William. H. Thompson,
R. Peyton Carter, and Wilfred Buckland.

With "The Little Minister" Charles Frohman gave
interesting evidence of a masterful manipulation to
make circumstances meet his own desires. He realized
that the masculine title of the play might possibly de-
tract from Miss Adams's prestige, so he immediately
began to adapt several important scenes which might
have been dominated by Gavin Dishart, the little minister,
into strong scenes for his new luminary. These changes
were made, of course, with Same's consent, and added
much to the strength of the r&le of Lady Babbie.
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